
STEPS IN A LANGUAGE ANALYSIS

There are four steps to follow when you prepare for and write an analysis of persuasive 
language:
Plan your structure

Section What to include

Introduction
1 paragraph

• Restate the writer’s contention in your own words. i.e. The 
writer contends that…

• Include the name of the writer, the source of the article i.e. 
Herald Sun, The Age etc, the text type (i.e. opinion piece, 
editorial), the date…

• Identify the tone of the article, eg. Angry, cynical, sarcastic

Body

3 – 5 paragraphs 
Don’t try to write on 
every technique
Concentrate on 
analysing how three or 
four techniques work to 
persuade
Use the What? How? 
Why? approach

Each paragraph deals with one main point
What is the writer saying?

• Explain the main point being advanced by the writer
How is the writer saying it? Why is it persuasive?

• In each paragraph identify and explain one persuasive 
technique or one selected use of language

• Use brief quotations
• Ensure that you discuss and analyse the language or the 

technique, eg ‘The writer uses inclusive language to 
persuade the reader’  -> this does not explain how 
inclusive language persuades the reader

• You need to say, for example, ‘by using inclusive language 
the writer makes the reader sympathise with X and helps 
them to agree that X is being wrongly accused.’

• Use linking language to connect your sentences and 
paragraphs

Conclusion
1 paragraph

• Comment on the overall effectiveness of the article in   
persuading readers

What? Who? How? Why?

What is the writer saying?
To whom is it aimed?

• Read the media text twice
• Firstly, gain an overall impression of the content and identify 

the writer's viewpoint
• In the second reading, identity the main contention – the 

writer’s point of view on the issue or topic and…
• Identify the main point the writer uses to support their 

viewpoint

How is the writer saying it?

• Annotate the article using a highlighter and making notes
• Identify persuasive language and techniques
• How do these techniques and language make you respond? 

How do they make you feel about the writer’s point of view?

Why? Intended effect?

• Select three or four examples of persuasive language from 
the text

• Why are the techniques persuasive? Do they position you to 
agree with the writer?

• Show how each selected technique positions you to agree


